
Access to medicinal 
cannabis in Victoria 
Information for patients and carers 

The Victorian Government is developing a medicinal 

cannabis product that will be available through a 

scheme scheduled to begin later in 2017. 

However, there are ways to legally access imported 

medicinal cannabis now via the Special Access and 

Authorised Prescriber Schemes, administered by the 

Commonwealth Therapeutic Goods Administration 

(TGA). 

What is medicinal cannabis? 

‘Medicinal cannabis’ is approved quality-assured 

pharmaceutical products prescribed by your doctor and 

taken to treat the symptoms of a medical condition or 

the side effects of treatment. 

Legal medicinal cannabis products are prescribed as 

pharmaceutical medicines and can vary depending on 

the condition they are designed to treat.  

What medicinal cannabis products 
are available?  

There are currently no locally produced legal medicinal 

cannabis products in Australia. However, your doctor 

can apply to access imported medicinal cannabis 

products via the Special Access Scheme (SAS), which 

is run by the TGA.  

How can I access medicinal 
cannabis? 

The first step is to discuss medicinal cannabis with your 

doctor.  

Legal medicinal cannabis products can only be 

accessed via your treating doctor or specialist, and only 

if they believe medicinal cannabis will be beneficial in 

the treatment of your condition. 

Step 1 

Discuss medicinal cannabis with your doctor. If they 

agree medicinal cannabis is appropriate, they will need 

to decide which medicinal cannabis product they want 

to prescribe to you.  

Step 2 

Your doctor or specialist will need to organise 

appropriate approvals for the medicinal cannabis 

product. These approvals may include applications to 

the TGA and the Victorian Department of Health and 

Human Services. If the product your doctor wants to 

prescribe is not already in Australia, they may also 

need to apply to the Commonwealth Office of Drug 

Control to import the product. 

Step 3 

Once your doctor has all of the required approvals to 

prescribe the medicinal cannabis product to you, you 

will be able to access the product (see Figure 1).  



Figure 1: How to access medicinal cannabis

Useful links 

Office of Medicinal Cannabis Victoria 
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/drugs-and-poisons/medicinal-cannabis 

Therapeutic Goods Administration – Medicinal cannabis 
https://www.tga.gov.au/access-medicinal-cannabis-products 

Office of Drug Control 
https://www.odc.gov.au/importers-and-manufacturers-medicinal-cannabis-products 

To receive this publication in an accessible format phone (03) 9096 7768 using the National 
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