
The Medicinal Cannabis Compassionate Use Scheme
The NSW Government has developed the Medicinal Cannabis Compassionate Use Scheme to extend 
compassion to adults with a terminal illness. 

The Medicinal Cannabis Compassionate Use Scheme provides guidelines for NSW police officers to 
assist them in determining appropriate circumstances in which to use their discretion not to charge 
adults with terminal illness who use cannabis to alleviate their symptoms, and carers who assist them. 

Eligibility
NSW residents who are aged 18 years and over who have a terminal illness are eligible to be registered 
for the Scheme. 

Each eligible adult may nominate up to three carers who will be registered under the Scheme.  A person 
may be nominated as the carer for a maximum of three adults with a terminal illness.

Definition of terminal illness
For the purpose of the Medicinal Cannabis Compassionate Use Scheme, terminal illness is defined as: 

‘an illness which, in reasonable medical judgment will, in the normal course, without the application of 
extraordinary measures or of treatment unacceptable to the patient, result in the death of the patient.’

Certification of terminal illness
To register for the Scheme, adults with a terminal illness require a medical practitioner, who is 
registered in Australia and involved in their ongoing care, to certify that the person has a terminal 
illness as defined by the Scheme. The patient will download the registration form from the 
NSW Government website www.medicinalcannabis.nsw.gov.au/regulation/medicinal-cannabis-
compassionate-use-scheme and provide this to the medical practitioner for completion. 

Part B of the form can be completed by either the general practitioner or treating specialist involved in 
the patient’s ongoing care. The medical practitioner will need to provide patient details, the length and 
nature of their therapeutic relationship with the patient and the evidence relied upon for certification. 

As with any certification, false claims may have criminal and professional consequences.

Medical practitioners are not being asked to prescribe cannabis to adults with a terminal illness, 
nor endorse the use of cannabis. The medical practitioner is only certifying that the patient has a 
terminal illness as defined under the Scheme.

Cannabis use
Cannabis remains an illegal and potentially harmful drug. Adults with a terminal illness who choose to 
use cannabis do so at their own risk. 

Medical practitioners may wish to discuss the health impacts of cannabis with their patients and are 
encouraged to use the opportunity to collaboratively review the patient’s care plan.
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Registration 
To register for the Scheme, an adult with a terminal illness will need to post a registration form (with 
Part B completed by their medical practitioner) to the NSW Department of Justice. They will receive 
copies of their original documentation with registration numbers for themselves and any nominated 
carers. Participants and their carers must produce their copy of this documentation to members of the 
NSW Police Force upon request.

Police discretion
Police may exercise their discretion not to charge adults with a terminal illness if:

 » the adult with a terminal illness is registered; 
 » the adult possesses no more than the specified maximum amount of cannabis outlined in table 1; and
 » the use of cannabis by the terminally ill person is at their usual place of residence or any 

domestic residence.

Police may exercise their discretion not to charge carers of adults with a terminal illness if:
 » the carer is registered; 
 » the carer possesses no more than the specified maximum amount of cannabis outlined in table 1; and
 » the administration/supply of the cannabis by the carer is to a registered terminally ill adult at their 

usual place of residence, or any domestic residence.

Maximum amounts are listed in table 1 below.

Cannabis form Specified maximum amount
Cannabis leaf 15 grams
Cannabis oil 1 gram
Cannabis resin 2.5 grams

Activities not covered by the Scheme include: 
 » supplying cannabis (including cannabis products) to persons who are not registered in the Scheme
 » cultivating cannabis
 » using cannabis in public
 » possessing cannabis over the prescribed amount 
 » drug driving. 

Adults with terminal illness in hospital/residential or other care
If a registered adult with a terminal illness resides in organised care, local policies may apply. 

More information
More information about the Medicinal Cannabis Compassionate Use Scheme is available at  
www.medicinalcannabis.nsw.gov.au/regulation/medicinal-cannabis-compassionate-use-scheme .

Visit  »  www.medicinalcannabis.nsw.gov.au/regulation/medicinal-
cannabis-compassionate-use-scheme
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